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PRESS RELEASE






Press release no. 12/2010
EIMA International 2010, great economic issues updated on third day

Day three for EIMA International 2010. Data on attendance reported by the organizers are confirming the great success of the initiative: exhibitors’ stands visited by 57,000 farmers, businesspeople and contractors in the first two days of the event. The trade fair thrown open to the general public beginning today. Foreign visitors putting in great showing. 

Economic policy issues opened the third day of EIMA International 2010 in the conference Agricultural and Industry: A Combination for Development. The strong interdependence between the primary sector and agricultural mechanization was underscored in the session which included the participation of the chairman of the lower house Agriculture Committee, Paolo Russo, and representatives of agri-mechanical production chains. The main point in a statement delivered by Unacoma President Massimo Goldoni was that if the agricultural machinery manufacturing industries find they are working in an area as a bridge between the agricultural and industry sectors, the integrated production district could them become a more effective instrument for enhancing the value of the two sectors, strengthening synergies and the innovation content of the logic of the system. 

But obstacles in the way of healthy economic dynamics between the agricultural sector and mechanization have to be overcome. On this front, the major hurdle is access to credit which, for agriculture, carries a higher cost than that in other areas of business. A speaker at the conference Credit and Innovation: What Are the Solutions for Improving Relations Between Banks and Farming enterprises affirmed that restoring the specialization of institutes and financial products for agriculture while establishing better conditions for farmers is more urgent in that the reform of European Union Common Agricultural Policy is certain to downsize public subsidies to shift the interest of farming enterprises to bank financing.

On the technological innovation front, on the other hand, renewable energy sources dominated the day. AIEL and CIA sponsored a seminar on the theme The Solid Biomass Market. New Materials, Market Barriers and Possible Solutions. The IEE-Eubionet III Project; Energy Life, in cooperation with the University of Perugia, organized a meeting entitled, Minibiogas Opportunities for Small and Medium-size Farms; il Sole 24 Ore handled the debate Bioenergy From National Plan to New Energy Bill: Questions and Answers.

Updating the issue of environmental sustainability was the focus of the conference Efficient 20 with the presentation of a project for reducing diesel consumption in agriculture which accounts for about half the energy burned in the primary sector. ENAMA, the National Agricultural Mechanization Agency, was the leading partner in the project. At the meeting, it was explained that the purpose of the initiative is to reach the 20-20-20 goal –

cutting greenhouse gases by 20%, reducing energy consumption by 20% through increased energy efficiency, meeting 20% of energy needs from renewable sources – by the deadline of 2020 set by the European Commission. Among the instruments for intervention, it was said, are eco-efficient driving trials, the sophisticated use of IT technology and trials on direct measurements in the field. 

EIMA’s full schedule of events included the usual appointments for the salons run by EIMA MiA, EIMA Energy and Finagri, plus a meeting organized by AMIS on the issue Farm Irrigation Systems Between Economic Sustainability, Water Savings and Safeguarding the Environment; one sponsored by Promoverde Cultura del verde, Sistemi Editoriali and Unacoma on New Functions in Agriculture and New Opportunities for Farms. International Experiences, Land Organization Models, Regulation and Incentives; a conference sponsored by the University of Catania Engineering Department Mechanics Section on the results of the Miur Project Mechanization in the Defense Against Pests in a Biological Regime; the workshop handled by Itagrit entitled, Prospects for Cooperation with African States and a press conference at which the Egyptian minister for agriculture discussed new irrigation projects in his country. Also to report is the presentation of the Agrisicilia review.  
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